A Lesson From Jonah
The Mariners

01/27/13 P.M.  
I. Introduction:  We have all have heard the Bible Story of Jonah swallowed by the whale, but there are great lessons to be learned from these four chapters about God and human nature.  Let’s look at one of these lessons in Chapter ONE.
II. Read and Study Chapter ONE of the Book of Jonah and point out the following:

Vs. 1-3   Jonah was asked to go to Ninevah (capital of SYRIA, a great enemy of 
    Israel!) They have KILLED and MURDERED the Israelites on MANY occasions!    

    Why did God want one of His prophets to go and cry against it?  He wanted them 
    to be warned before He destroyed them.  If they repent, God would turn away His 

    wrath.  Jonah did not WANT them to repent … Jonah WANTED them to die!  

    Jonah was not scared when he “rose up to flee … from the presence of the Lord”, 

    he simply did not want to obey the command because he KNEW there would be a 

    chance that they would repent and that God (being a gracious God) would withhold 

    punishment!

Vs. 4 Key Words and Phrases: “sent out” means “To Cast” or “To HURL”.    This 
boat was being HURLED!  “tempest” means “STORM”.  “Like” means “about to be”.   This ship was in serious trouble and was about to be destroyed! … The LORD was behind it all!  
Vs. 5a  The Mariners = sailors … seaman.  

1. Were Afraid:  It doesn’t matter how strong we are … when God puts His wrath out … we WILL BE afraid!

2. Cried every man unit his god:  They didn’t know or recognize Jehovah God, but they recognized a “higher power”!  These men were RELIGIOUS!  They were SINCERE!  Yet their RELIGION was false and their SINCERITY was misplaced.

3. They tried everything in their HUMAN POWER to save the ship:  Lightened the load by throwing cargo overboard.  NOTE:  This cargo was VALUABLE … It was their LIVING … but it was NOTHING when their LIVES were at stake!  It is amazing how things get put into PERSPECTIVE … why can’t we see it when things are NOT in CRISES? 
       Vs. 5b  JONAH WAS ASLEEP!!!  The Only one on board that KNEW what the 
problem was … was asleep!  I’m afraid that we are “sleeping” oftentimes when America and the World is facing the problems it faces … we are the only ones that know the problem, but we are “asleep” … Why?

1. Perhaps Jonah had “salved” his own conscience.  He was right!

2. Perhaps Jonah didn’t believe God would actually do anything about his rebellion.

3. Perhaps Jonah was too tired (or busy) to even care!

                     Vs. 6-7  The Captain was SHOCKED that Jonah was asleep in the CRISIS!  He was 

religious and KNEW that there was indeed a higher power, but didn’t know Him … perhaps this stranger knew the God that could actually SAVE them … He was SEARCHING for the truth (casting lots)!   There are people in the world that are in CRISIS!  They are looking for truth … and they are SHOCKED that we sleep!

Vs. 8  Once they discovered that Jonah knew the truth they were FULL of 

questions!   Truth seekers will ask the questions!


Vs.  9  Jonah gave the answers!  

Vs. 10  One of the most burning questions was “Why has thou done this?”  If 

these men knew God like Jonah knew God they would NEVER have disobeyed … yet Jonah did disobey … it was unthinkable to these RELIGIOUS men!



Vs. 11  They wanted to know what to do to be saved!



Vs. 12 -13  When Jonah told them what to do … they were so RELIGIOUS and 

wanted to do “the right thing” they REFUSED to follow the course set before them!  It was hard for them to believe the truth!  (It was probably hard for Jonah to tell them the truth)!  They fought hard to save Jonah!  But they simply couldn’t.   Human ways and belief systems and doctrines are no match for the truth of God!  Stop STRUGGLING in your own power to make your systems work … they won’t!!!!


Vs. 14-15   They finally SUBMITTED to the Will of the Lord … even though it 
was tough for them.



Vs. 16  THE MARINERS became believer when they realized that they were 

saved from the wrath of the TRUE God of heaven … they began to worship HIM …. A NATURAL RESPONSE from a TRUE BELIEVER!

Conclusion:  Vs. 17 … the Lord had PREPARED a great fish to swallow up Jonah … the LORD USED Jonah (even in his rebellion) to save the MARINERS and HE PREPARES (plans) things for the continued use of His servants to save people!  What has He PREPARED for you?  Perhaps you are here right now because He has PREPARED it for you … take advantage of the opportunity to obey!
