God Takes VOWS / Covenants Seriously
03/10/10 A.M.       
I.  Introduction:   Friend promised he would give the employer a day’s work.  Two others also promised but they left before the day was over.  Friend told boss he would not be back the next day.  Why did he stay, knowing he would not be back?  That morning he promised a day’s work!
II.    FACTS about VOWS:
1.  God keeps his vows/promise/covenant/word, etc.:

Hebrews 6:16-18  TWO immutable things … He’s GOD & He CAN’T lie!

                                This gives us a “strong consolation”!

2.  God’s vows are CONDITIONAL:
Genesis 12:1-3 “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.”
The covenant was CONDITIONAL … Abraham had to GO!  Verse FOUR tells us that “ABRAHAM WENT”!!!

III.  God CONFIRMS HIS vow with Abraham’s son, ISAAC:

Genesis 26:1-5 “Gen 26:1  And there was a famine in the land, beside the first famine that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the Philistines unto Gerar. Gen 26:2  And the LORD appeared unto him, and said, Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of: Gen 26:3  Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all these countries, and I will perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father; Gen 26:4  And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; Gen 26:5  Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws”

The covenant was CONDITIONAL … ISAAC had to STAY!  Verse SIX tells us that “ISAAC dwelt (stayed) in Gerar:”!!!

3. God KEEPS His vows and He EXPECTS US TO KEEP OUR VOWS

Proverbs 6:16-19 One of the SEVEN things God HATES is “a lying tongue”!

John 8:44  The DEVIL is the FATHER of lies!
Ecclesiastes 5:2-5 “Ecc 5:2  Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. Ecc 5:3  For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a fool's voice is known by multitude of words. 

Ecc 5:4  When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed. Ecc 5:5  Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay.”

We make vows to God … spouses, our neighbors, our friends, all the time … we are EXPECTED to KEEP those vows!
4.  We are PRONE to FORGET our Vows when all is “OK” (after the Trouble is over)!  Some show with Burt Reynolds where his character wanted to kill himself … he swam out into the ocean to drown … yet when he got there he decided he did NOT want to die, so he began making PROMISES to God … “If you will help me I will give you HALF of everything!  I’m talking GROSS!”  As he got closer to the shore … the amount of the offering got less … 25% ; 10%; When he finally reached the shore, he told God he would start giving him something as soon as he could get around to it!”  

  When we HAVE everything that we WANTED … Safety – Material Goods – Health - … we often FORGET who gave it to us!!!
Duetoronomy 8:11-19  “Deu 8:11  Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not keeping his commandments, and his judgments, and his statutes, which I command thee this day:Deu 8:12  Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; Deu 8:13  And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied; 

Deu 8:14  Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage; 

Deu 8:15  Who led thee through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and drought, where there was no water; who brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint; Deu 8:16  Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that he might humble thee, and that he might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end; 

Deu 8:17  And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. 

Deu 8:18  But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day. 

Deu 8:19  And it shall be, if thou do at all forget the LORD thy God, and walk after other gods, and serve them, and worship them, I testify against you this day that ye shall surely perish. Deu 8:20  As the nations which the LORD destroyeth before your face, so shall ye perish; because ye would not be obedient unto the voice of the LORD your God.”

5. God will give us EVERY OPPORTUNITY to keep our VOWS … even if we have “FORGOTTEN” them for a long while:

 God CONFIRMS HIS vow with Abraham’s GRANDSON, JACOB:

Genesis 28:10-15 “Gen 28:10  And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran. Gen 28:11  And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. Gen 28:12  And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. 

Gen 28:13  And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; Gen 28:14  And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. Gen 28:15  And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of.”

THE CONDITIONS had been KEPT by ABRAHAM & ISAAC … so, I will keep my COVENANT with YOU!
THEN JACOB makes a VOW!!!
Gen 28:16-22  “Gen. 16:22 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not. Gen 28:17  And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. Gen 28:18  And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. Gen 28:19  And he called the name of that place Bethel: but the name of that city was called Luz at the first. Gen 28:20  And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, Gen 28:21  So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God: Gen 28:22  And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.”
God COULD have said … “Don’t worry about it … I’m going to Keep this vow BECAUSE your FATHER & GRANDFATHER did what I told them … they kept the CONDITIONS of the Covenant I made!  But He did say that … When JACOB made this VOW … God EXPECTED him to KEEP IT!

30 YEARS LATER!!!
Genesis 35:1-15 “Gen 35:1  And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. Gen 35:2  Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that are among you, and be clean, and change your garments: 

Gen 35:3  And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way which I went. Gen 35:4  And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which were in their hand, and all their earrings which were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which was by Shechem. Gen 35:5  And they journeyed: and the terror of God was upon the cities that were round about them, and they did not pursue after the sons of Jacob. Gen 35:6  So Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan, that is, Bethel, he and all the people that were with him. 

Gen 35:7  And he built there an altar, and called the place Elbethel: because there God appeared unto him, when he fled from the face of his brother. 

Gen 35:8  But Deborah Rebekah's nurse died, and she was buried beneath Bethel under an oak: and the name of it was called Allonbachuth.”

THEN GOD BLESSED JACOB FOR KEEPING HIS VOW:

“Gen 35:9  And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came out of Padanaram, and blessed him. Gen 35:10  And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and he called his name Israel. Gen 35:11  And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins; Gen 35:12  And the land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed after thee will I give the land. Gen 35:13  And God went up from him in the place where he talked with him. 

Gen 35:14  And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he talked with him, even a pillar of stone: and he poured a drink offering thereon, and he poured oil thereon. 

Gen 35:15  And Jacob called the name of the place where God spake with him, Bethel.”
IV.   Conclusion:  BETHEL … HOUSE OF GOD … He came HOME!!!
Will you come to the HOUSE OF GOD where you made your VOW to Him?

He has been wanting you to for a LONG TIME!!!!

