The Cycle of How God’s Power Should Be –                                                           But How It Often Actually Is Among Men
02/03/13 P.M.
I. Introduction:  II Kings 2: 1-15  READ & Comment Focusing On How God’s Power was “transferred” from Elijah to Elisha & Elisha’s attitude toward Elijah
II.    What did it take for Elisha to receive God’s Power from Elisha
A. Finding one on whom God’s Power was resting (Elijah).  Actually God will find you!  God providentially sends mentors your way.  You must take advantage of the opportunities!  (I Kings 19:15-16 “And the Lord said unto him (Elijah), Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria: And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room.”) God chose Elisha to be the receiver of His Power.  God has a purpose for each of our lives.  He knows what He wants us to do. He equips us with the ability to do it. He leaves it up to us whether or not we will.  Elisha had to decide to follow Elijah.  Elijah had to decide to find & teach Elisha.
B. Serving him (I Kings 19:19-21 The call of Elisha   “So he (Elijah) departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth: and Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle upon him.  And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow thee.  And he said unto him, God back again: for what have I done to thee?  And he returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did eat.  Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him.”)  He left his job, family, etc. to serve Elijah!  He meant it because he used the oxen’s equipment to boil the oxen…he did not intend to come back!
C. Desire a double portion!  Of what your mentor has!
D. Being with him literally until he was taken up!  He refused to leave him!
E. Consider him to be your spiritual father.  Not in the Worship sense for we are to call no man on Earth our Father. There is only One Father in Heaven.  In the sense that we respect him, honor him, love him…
III.       What often happens

       The Mentor fails to impart God’s Power (II Kings 13:20-21 “And Elisha died,  

and they buried him.  And the bands of the Moabites invaded the land at the  

coming in of the year.  And it came to pass, as they were burying a man, that, 

behold, they spied a band of men; and they cast the man into the sepulcher of 

Elisha: and when the man was let down, and touched the bones of Elisha, he 

revived, and stood up on his feet.”)  Elisha died yet the “Power” had not left him!  Why was it not “passed on” to another?
A.  Elisha Failed to find a servant who was willing.
(II Kings 5: 15-27  Story of Naaman the Leper and Gehazi, Elisha’s Servant who lied TWICE – Once to Naaman and Once to Elisha.  Gehazi received Naaman’s leprosy!!  
B. The servant, Gehazi, failed to serve with God’s intent! Only his OWN! This is AFTER he witnessed many miracles and even a resurrection! 
IV.   Conclusion:  Each of us has a job to perform in God’s kingdom.  It is our responsibility to  

        learn what that job is, find a mentor to learn from, perform the service, find someone to 

        teach the service to.  It may be a lifetime of work, or it could be from today forward and  

        only be a few days.  Nonetheless, we must begin!  Let us not be like Gehazi.  God having  

        shown us the way and so many truths and power, but we still refuse to submit!
